
 

 

 

 

SCRIPTA CLASSICA ISRAELICA 
 

YEARBOOK OF THE ISRAEL SOCIETY 
FOR THE PROMOTION OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

VOLUME XXXIX 2020 



  
 

 
 

The appearance of this volume has been made possible by the support of 
 

Bar-Ilan University 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev  
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

The Open University 
Tel Aviv University 
University of Haifa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLISHED BY 
THE ISRAEL SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 

http://www.israel-classics.org 
 

Manuscripts in the form of e-mail attachments should be sent to one of these e-mail addresses: 
scripta.classica.israelica@gmail.com or isaacb@tauex.tau.ac.il. For reviews, contact 

Daniela.Dueck@biu.ac.il. Please visit our website for submission guidelines. All submissions are 
refereed by outside readers. 

 
Books for review should be sent to the Book Review Editor at the following address: The Editors, 
Scripta Classica Israelica, c/o Department of Classics, Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan 5290002, 

Israel. 
 
 

Price $50 
 
 
 

© 2020 The Israel Society for the Promotion of Classical Studies 
All Rights Reserved 

 

 

Camera-ready copy produced by the editorial staff of Scripta Classica Israelica 

Printed in Israel by Magnes Press, Jerusalem 



   
 

 

SCRIPTA CLASSICA ISRAELICA 
 
 

YEARBOOK OF THE ISRAEL SOCIETY 
FOR THE  

PROMOTION OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Editor-in-Chief: BENJAMIN ISAAC 

 
Editorial Board: 

AVI AVIDOV 
GABRIEL DANZIG 
DANIELA DUECK 

 
 

 
           

Editorial Assistant: Naama Earon 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

VOLUME XXXIX 2020 



  
 

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD 
OF SCRIPTA CLASSICA ISRAELICA 

 
François de Callataÿ, Brussels and Paris 
Hubert Cancik, Berlin 
Averil Cameron, Oxford 
Hannah M. Cotton, Jerusalem 
Werner Eck, Köln 
Denis Feeney, Princeton 
John Glucker, Tel Aviv 
Erich Gruen, Berkeley 
Benjamin Isaac, Tel Aviv 

 
     

 

David Konstan, New York 
Jaap Mansfeld, Utrecht 
Doron Mendels, Jerusalem 
5DµDQDQD�0HULGRU��-HUXVDOHP� 
John North, London 
Peter J. Rhodes, Durham 
Hannah Rosén, Jerusalem 
Greg Woolf, London 

 
THE ISRAEL SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION  

OF CLASSICAL STUDIES 
 
 

OFFICERS 2019-2020  

 
President:  Jonathan Price 
Secretary: Lisa Maurice 
Treasurer: Shimon Epstein 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Adi Erlich 
Merav Haklai 
Lisa Maurice 
Andrea Rotstein 
Iris Sulimani 
Uri Yiftach 
 
 

HONORARY MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 
 
Hannah Cotton 
Ranon Katzoff 
5DµDQDQD�0HULGRU 



 

 

CONTENTS 
 

PAGE 
ROBERT A. KASTER, &LFHUR¶V�(FRQRP\�RI�3UDLVH�............................................................. 1 
EVA ANAGNOSTOU-LAOUTIDES AND BART VAN WASSENHOVE, Drunkenness and 

3KLORVRSKLFDO�(QWKXVLDVP�LQ�6HQHFD¶V�De Tranquillitate Animi ................................ 
 

15 
FAYAH HAUSSKER, Plut. Them. 10.5: Generosity and Greek Public Education in 

Historical Memory ...................................................................................................... 
 

35 
CARLO DELLE DONNE, Time and Time-Before-Time: An Ancient Puzzle ....................... 55 
MERON PIOTRKOWSKI, On the Origin of the Jewish Historian Artapanus ......................... 73 
RIVKA GERSHT, The Caesarea Maritima Asklepios and the Question of Glykon ............. 85 
MAREN R. NIEHOFF, )URP�WKH�³7KHDWHU�RI�WKH�:RUOG´�WR�WKH�³0DVN�RI�&KULVW´�² and 

%DFN�$JDLQ��,QVLJKWV�IURP�2ULJHQ¶V�1HZO\�'LVFRYHUHG�+RPLOLHV�RQ�3VDOPV ........... 
 

117 
NOGA EREZ-YODFAT, The Inscribed Gold Lamellae from Roman Palestine: Old 

Questions, New Evidence ................................................................................... ........ 
 

137 
EMMANUEL NANTET, The Public Boats of Olbia: Warships or State Merchantmen? ....... 149 
 
REVIEW ARTICLES 

 

DAVID F. GRAF, A Major Catalogue of Toponyms for the Hellenistic, Roman and 
Byzantine Periods .......................................................................................................  

 
163 

GUY D. STIEBEL, What Have the Romans Ever Done for Us? .......................................... 175 
 
BOOK REVIEWS 
Hallvard Fossheim, Vigdis Songe-Møller and Knut Ågotnes (eds.), Philosophy as 

Drama: 3ODWR¶V�7KLQNLQJ�WKURXJK�'LDORJXH (by Ivor Ludlam) ................................... 

 
 
 
183 

Lisa Maurice, Screening Divinity (by Adele Reinhartz) ................................................... 186 
$OWD\�&RúNXQ�DQG�'DYLG�(QJHOV��HGV��, Rome and the Seleukid East: Selected Papers 

from Seleukid Study Day V, Brussels, 21-23 August 2015 (by Joshua Schwartz) ....... 
J. Alison Rosenblitt, Rome after Sulla (by Alexander Yakobson) .................................... 

 
189 
191 

Miriam T. Griffin, Politics and Philosophy at Rome. Collected Papers (by Joseph 
Geiger) .......................................................................................................................... 

 
194 

Katelijn Vandorpe (ed.), A Companion to Greco-Roman and Late Antique Egypt (by 
Haggai Olshanetsky) .................................................................................................... 

 
197 

  
OBITUARIES:  DAVID GOLAN (by Ephraim David) ............................................................. 201 

FERGUS MILLAR (by Hannah M. Cotton) ..................................................... 
LISA ULLMANN (by Jonathan Price) ............................................................. 

204 
207 

  
DISSERTATIONS IN PROGRESS  ...........................................................................................  211 
PROCEEDINGS: THE ISRAEL SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF CLASSICAL STUDIES  ...........  215 
 



 

Scripta Classica Israelica vol. XXXIX 2020 pp. 201-209 

OBITUARIES 
 
 
 

David Golan 
����-���� 

 
Professor David Golan, one of the outstanding Israeli classicists, passed away on 12th March 2019 
in his home at Nahalal at the age of 91.  

 *RODQ� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� âLDXOLDL� �/LWKXDQLD�� RQ� �th July 1927 to Moshe Holland and Rachel 
6KRFKDW��+H� VWXGLHG� DW� WKH�+HEUHZ�*\PQDVLXP� LQ�âLDXOLDL��+LV�\RXWK�� OLNH� WKDW� RI�PDQ\�RI�KLV�
generation, was marked by the horrors of the Holocaust. With the German occupation of 
Lithuania, he was deported with his family to a concentration camp in Stutthof (1941) and later 
transferred to several camps, including one near Dachau. David managed to survive the death 
march of Spring 1945 owing to the end of the Second World War (hence he considered the day of 
*HUPDQ\¶V�XQFRQGLWLRQDO� VXUUHQGHU���th May 1945, as his second birthday). Then he spent more 
WKDQ�WZR�\HDUV�LQ�D�UHIXJHH�FDPS�LQ�6RXWK�,WDO\��ZKHUH�KH�WDXJKW�+HEUHZ�WR�D�FODVV�RI�UHIXJHHV¶�
children. Usually he was reluctant to speak about those difficult years, but at one of our last 
meetings he remarked that this didactic experience in Italy provided him the opportunity to 
discover his vocation for teaching. In 1948 he immigrated to Israel (on board the Altalena) and 
started his pedagogic training at the Givat Hashlosha Seminar in Petah Tikva, where he met Malka 
Peimer (Israeli), whom he married shortly after. She was his devoted wife until her death in 2017. 
In 1952 they established their life-KRPH�LQ�0DOND¶V�YLOODJH��1DKDODO��$IWHU�PDUULDJH��RQ�KLV�ZLIH¶V�
advice, he decided to change his family name from Holland to Golan (in line with the Russian 
pronunciation of the name Golland). At Nahalal he worked as a dedicated teacher and pedagogue, 
DV�GLG�KLV�ZLIH��'XULQJ�WKH���¶V�KH�ZDV�WKH�KHDGPDVWHU�RI�WKH�1DKDODO�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO� 

 In 1959 David Golan started his studies in History at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and, 
in the course of his M.A. studies, he specialized in ancient history. In 1971 he submitted his 
doctoral dissertation at the Hebrew University under the supervision of Professor Alexander Fuks, 
ZKRP� KH� JUHDWO\� DGPLUHG� DV� ³PHQVFK´�� WHDFKHU� DQG� UHVHDUFKHU�� 'XULQJ� KLV� GRFWRUDO� VWXGLHV� KH�
VSHQW�D�\HDU� LQ�2[IRUG��8QLYHUVLW\�&ROOHJH��DV�D�³UHFRJQL]HG´�VWXGHQW��KDYLQJ�3URIHVVRU�*HRUJH�
Cawkwell as his advisor. I remember that he and Malka used to refer in Hebrew to the Oxonian 
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celeEUDWHG�VFKRODU�DV�³&DZNZHOOH\QX´��L�H��³RXU�&DZNZHOO´. He, incidentally, passed away at the 
DJH�RI�����OHVV�WKDQ�D�PRQWK�EHIRUH�'DYLG�*RODQ¶V�GHDWK�� 

 From 1968 until his retirement in 1996 Golan worked in the Department of History at the 
University of Haifa, first as a lecturer, then as senior lecturer and professor. For five years he was 
the Head of the History Department; he also held the position of Head of the Classics division at 
the University of Haifa until his retirement. In one of his Sabbatical leaves at Harvard (1982/3), 
David had the opportunity of collaborating with Professor Ernst Badian, another great scholar, 
who had a deep influence on his approach to history. 

 Unlike many of us, who publish most of our work in English, David Golan published most of 
his work in Hebrew. For him this appears to have been a sort of commitment to the Israeli culture 
in general and to his students in particular. His first book, The History of the Hellenistic World, 
Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1983, is a comprehensive work (of 912 pages) that includes aspects of 
politics, society, culture, religion, history of ideas, mentality and military history. This magnum 
opus, part of a series on the history of Greece and Rome, continues to be the standard textbook for 
the study of the Hellenistic period in all Israeli universities and colleges. Another of David 
*RODQ¶V�PDMRU�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�UHVHDUFK�RI�+HOOHQLVWLF�KLVWRU\�DQG�KLVWRULRJUDSK\��WKLV�WLPH�LQ�
English) is The Res Graeciae in Polybius, published in the Biblioteca di Athenaeum (Como 1995).  

 In addition to the Hellenistic world, David Golan had a keen interest in the Roman empire. A 
few years after the publication of his first book he embarked on a large-scale project in this 
domain: the Hebrew translation (from Latin) of Scriptores Historiae Augustae ʊ�an impressive 
FRUSXV�RI�HPSHURUV¶�ELRJUDSKLHV�FRPSRVHG�LQ�WKH�ODWH�IRXUWK�DQG�HDUO\�ILIWK�FHQWXULHV�E\�DQ�DXWKRU�
(possibly more than one) who remains anonymous for us. This project, in which he saw a sort of 
life-enterprise, was carried out with great skill and diligence in four volumes published, like his 
book on Hellenistic history, by the Hebrew University Press: The Life of Hadrianus (1989), The 
Lives of the Antonines (2006), The Lives of the Severi (2009) and The Soldier Emperors (2014). 
Each volume contains an enlightening introduction, an accurate and elegant translation of the 
Latin text and a learned and highly useful commentary. This monumental enterprise, most of it 
carried out after his retirement, is of great importance for the large public of Israeli readers and 
humanist students interested in ancient history, particularly those specializing in the history of 
Rome. In addition to these books, David Golan published throughout his academic carrier a series 
of innovative and well written articles, particularly on the Hellenistic period, in prestigious 
journals in Israel and abroad. The greatest legacy of his scholarship in classical studies consists of 
his contribution to the dissemination of classics in Hebrew. In recognition for this unique 
contribution he was elected as honorary member of the Israeli Society for the Promotion of 
Classical Studies. 

During the last decade he used his cum dignitate otium at Nahalal for writing on what he 
regarded as the universal, liberal and profoundly humanistic aspects of Judaism. His reflections on 
this subject, supported by illuminating comments on Biblical texts and contexts, were published in 
two books: Judaism Wherefrom Whereto? (2011) and 0RVKH¶V�6WDWH�9LVLRQ�(2018). By the end of 
2018, about three months before his death, there was a festive meeting held in Nahalal to celebrate 
the launching of the latter, his last book. At that meeting, I was deeply impressed by the vivid, 
lucid and pithy way in which David presented his humanistic LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�³7RUDW�0RVKH´. In 
addition to his proficiency in Classics and Judaism, Golan was a man of exceptionally vast 
erudition, like a Renaissance scholar, practically at home in almost every field of science.  

 If asked to define his profession, I am sure that David would have answered without 
KHVLWDWLRQ�� ³D� WHDFKHU´. Paideia in its broadest sense was his vocation. He started teaching as a 
youngster, continued by educating children many years before turning to an academic career in 
history and classics, then he taught generations of admiring students, both undergraduate and 
graduate, and continued to teach, albeit in informal ways, groups of devoted audiences until 
shortly before his death. On the anniversary of his 80th birthday, under the significant title of 
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0RUHK�1HYXFKLP��³$�7HDFKer (or Guide) for the Perplexed´, inspired by Maimonides, many of 
his friends, colleagues and former students from all over the country came to Nahalal to honour 
him, to celebrate and express their profound gratitude. Many of them were also present at the 
event organized by the Department of History at the University of Haifa in May 1918 to celebrate 
his 91st birthday. He was a highly appreciated and cherished colleague, always ready to listen and 
to provide extremely wise advice based on his scholarship and life-experience. 

David Golan had a philosophical attitude to life which stemmed from his temperament, 
personal experience and vast erudition, particularly from his scholarship in classics and his deep 
passion for Judaism. In addition to history he always had a vivid interest in philosophy. In his 
daily life he embodied the principles of the Stoa, first and foremost that of sophrosyne. He was a 
perfect gentleman, one of the most moderate, restrained, self-controlled and generous men I have 
ever met. He was also equipped with a peculiar sense of sophisticated humour, which was never 
aggressive. His extremely rich and elegant talk was normally accompanied by a long series of 
aphorisms in Hebrew, Greek and Latin as well as many modern languages. For almost every 
situation and problem he could find an appropriate ad hoc dictum to share with his interlocutor(s).  

David Golan was also a remarkably warm family man. The last two years of his life were 
starkly shadowed by the loss of Malka, his devoted wife. He is survived by two sons, Amotz and 
Yoad, and by three grandchildren. Sit ei terra levis! 

 
Ephraim David 

  


