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Ra‘anana Meridor

Ra'anana Meridor came to Palestine from Vienna with her ardently Zionist
family at the age of twelve. After attending the Hebrew Gymnasium in
Jerusalem she studied Classics, History and Bible at the Hebrew University.
There she studied with Prof. M. Schwabe, who had been a student of
Wilamowitz and Norden in Berlin and, immediately after the Hebrew University
opened in 1925, had started teaching Greek in evening classes in Jerusalem, “for
the first time in two thousand years”, as the saying then was.

In 1951 Schwabe asked Ra'anana, as his most outstanding pupil, to teach
Greek to beginners. This was a task she pursued until her retirement as Professor
of Classics at the Hebrew University forty years later; she devoted most of her
formidable intellectual vigour to refining and perfecting the tradition initiated by
her teacher. The teaching of ancient Greek and the spread of classical studies in
this country is perhaps more intimately associated with the name of Ra'anana
Meridor than with that of any other person.

She began by working from Schwabe’s stencilled textbook, but after cease-
less revision little of the original remains: the latest edition, used as a teaching
tool by Ra'anana’s pupils and her pupils’ pupils, is a masterly Greek for
Beginners, in fifty double-lessons offering morphology, grammar and syntax in
a clear manner, characteristically without cutting corners or making
compromises.

Ra'anana’s Greek classes were the only place where Greek was taught in
Mandatory Palestine and the early years of the State of Israel. In the course of
her long career she trained not only several generations of classical scholars now
teaching at all Israeli universities, but also many students who were to enter a
wide variety of other fields. In addition to teaching the Greek language,
Ra‘anana gave a full complement of courses at all levels, ranging from the
principal texts of classical literature to advanced syntax and metrics. Above all,
she brought to her classes a love and enthusiasm for Greek language and litera-
ture, indeed for all things Greek. Her total commitment to teaching and her de-
votion to her students are the shared experience of all those who were lucky
enough to have studied with her.

Ra’anana’s road to scholarship was not easy. She was involved in the activi-
ties of the underground which preceded the establishment of the State, and she
raised a family of four while teaching at the university. Her husband Eliahu, who
had been a leader of the Irgun, was a lawyer and a widely respected member of
the Knesset, where eventually he became a member of its Committee for Law
and Legislation. His untimely death in 1966 left Ra'anana with the responsibility
of raising her family alone, and it was only some years later that she could find
the time to write a doctoral thesis and start publishing some of the ideas she had



developed during her years of teaching and reflection on Greek literature, above
all on her favourite genre, tragedy.

Her PhJD. dissertation (supervised by A. Wasserstein), a commentary on the
Troades, which was approved summa cum laude, remains unpublished. Among
her observations on the play that have been made accessible are a fine analysis
of the Andromache scene (AJP 110 [1989], 17-35), “Plot and Myth in Euripides’
Heracles and Troades” (Phoenix 38 [1984], 205-215), and short notes on the
text (CQ 28 [1978] 472, AJP 99 [1978], 426). Another of her favourite plays has
been the Hecuba, whose plot she has twice brought under close scrutiny
(“Hecuba’s Revenge. Some Observations on Euripides’ Hecuba”, AJP 99
[1978], 28-35; “The Function of Polymestor’s Crime in the ‘Hecuba’ of
Euripides”, Eranos 81 [1983], 13-20; see also AJP 96 [1975], 5-6). Shorter dis-
cussions of passages in other Euripidean plays focus on the Hippolytus {CQ 22
[1972], 231-5), Medea (CQ 36 [1986], 95-100) and Alcestis (Mnem. 33 [1980],
176). She also brought out short pieces on plays by the other tragedians: the
Agamemnon (CP 82 [1987], 38-43), Persae (AJP 96 [1975] 348) and the O.C.
(CQ 22 [1972], 229-230). Her notable contributions to this journal include
“Misquotations of Euripidean Pleaders” (5 [1979/80], 8-15) and recently a return
to and reassessment of an old love: “Some Observations on the Stucture of
Euripides’ Troades” (11 [1991/92], 1-21; see also 1 [1974], 132-6; 8-9;
[1985/88], 25-29 and on the Medea 3 [1976/77], 22-26). These uncollected
Marginalia Scaenica represent the tip of the iceberg of an exceptional familiarity
with Greek tragedy, to which she brought an outstanding linguistic sensitivity
and unusual psychological insight. These qualities are also very much in evi-
dence in her publications on poets such as Stesichorus (in Hebrew), and on prose
and language.

This is a small country, and academic teaching and research are often pur-
sued under circumstances not easily appreciated by colleagues abroad. The
quality of much of the work that emanates from here is to a large extent due to
the desire to live up to the standards set by Ra’anana Meridor.



Editors’ Note

Our original invitation to Ra'anana Meridor’s friends and colleagues to con-
tribute to this volume of Scripta Classica Israelica in her honour met with en-
thusiastic response. Unfortunately shortness of time, limited space and other
constraints have prevented some of the articles written especially for this volume
from appearing. The list of contributors who do not appear here is quite distin-
guished; we intend to include their papers in the next regular volume (XIII) of
Scripta Classica Israelica, with an accompanying note that they were written in
honour of Ra'anana Meridor. We wish to thank all those who responded to our
invitation.



CONTENTS

PAGE
R ANANAMEFIAON ....ocuiicicticte ettt ettt ettt et te et ae et et eresbessennrens Vi
EdItOrrS  NOTE ..ottt ettt ettt et te et be st neebennas viii
JACQUELINEDE Romil ly, Trois jardins paradisiaques dans YOdyssée.........coo...... 1
DanielE. Gershenson, Odysseus’ Shieldand “Penelope” 8
HughLloyd-Jones, Aeschylus, Eumenides 750-1.........c........
DonaldJ. Mastronarde, Euripides, Pherecrates and the Greek Stem Botpuy- 16
AdolIf Kohnken, Narrative Peculiarities in Pindar’s Fourth Pythian Ode 26
Deborah Levine Gera, Bereaved Fathers in Herodotus.........cccoeeveeeveeiesievieceenene 36
Martin Ostwald, Stasis and autonomia in Samos: A Comment on an
1deological FallaCy .....cccovicciiiiceicscces e 51
SAMUEL Scolnicov, Friends and Friendship in Plato: Remarks on the Lysis........ 67
Thomas Rosenmeyer, Persuasion, Power, POSSESSION........cccccoeievieieiieeceiee e 75
Shalom Perlman, Rhetoric and Philosophy: A Chapter in Fourth-Century
LI (=T =LY O T 1 1o 86
John Glucker and Ivor Ludlam, Sign Language 94
Naphtali Lewis, DIYIONIaNa......cccccceviieeieniieesessee s 108
D aniel R. Schwartz, Scipio’s Embassy and Simon’s Ambassadors
(I MACCADEES 15)..cuiiieeriiieierisirieie ettt ettt are s esene s 114
John A. North, Roman Reactions t0 EMPIire......cccocoeviviieiinsesinneseieessesee s 127
Alexander Yakobson, Dionysius of Halicarnassus on a Democratic Change in
the Centuriate ASSEMDBIY ..o 139
Nicholas Horsfall, odoratum lauris nemus (Virgil, Aeneid 6.658).............c..... 156
LOUIS H. Feldman, Josephus’ Portrait of Jehoshaphat........cccccccoovvivivnnciicicennn, 159
David S. Williams, On Josephus’ Use of Nicolaus of Damascus: A Stylometric
Analysis 0f BJ 1.225-273 and AJ 14.280-369...........coceurerrerenirinrereneneneeieenenees 176
GUY Rogers, The Gift and Society in Roman Asia: Orthodoxies and Heresies .... 188

Abraham Wasserstein, A Note on the Phonetic and Graphic Representation of

Greek Vowels and of the Spiritus Asper in the Aramaic Transcription of

GreeK LOANWOTUS. ..ottt bbb 200
BOOK REVIEWS
Joseph Méleze-Modrzejewski, Droit impérial et traditions locales dans I’Egypte romaine

(by ROQEr BAGNalL).......cveiieieiei ettt 209
Y. Hirschfeld, The Judaean Desert Monasteries in the Byzantine Period (by Awveril 210
(014111 0] 2 ) TSRS

213

R. Scholl, Corpus der ptolemaischen Sklaventexte (by I.F. Fikhman)
J.-M. Alonso-Nunez, La Historia Universal de Pompeyo Trogo. Coordenadas espaciales y
temporales (by David ASHENT)......covceriireieiieeieieere e 217
Averil Cameron and Lawrence I. Conrad, edd.. The Byzantine and Early Islamic Near East
I: Problems in the Literary Source Material (Papers of the First Workshop on Late
Antiquity and Early Islam),, and Gerhard Endress and Dimitri Gutas, edd., A Greek
and Arabic Lexicon: Materialsfor a Dictionary of the Mediaeval Translations from 219
Greek into Arabic, Fascicle 1 (by David WaSSerstein)..........ccccevrerveevreseeereneseerenennns
Amy-Jill Levine, ed., Women Like This — New Perspectives on Jewish Women in the
Graeco-Roman World (by Tal 11an)........cccovveiiiereisees e 222

C1assiCS INHEDIEW ..o e 225
Proceedings: the Israel Society for the Promotion of Classical Studies .. 229

14



