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Lisa Ullmann 

 

 

The Israel Society for the Promotion of Classical Studies wishes to congratulate its 

honorary member, Lisa Ullmann, on the occasion of the publication of her translation 
into Hebrew of Flavius Josephus, History of the Jewish War against the Romans, Carmel 

Publishing House, Jerusalem 2009.  

 

Lisa Ullmann escaped as a girl from Vienna after the Anschluss, leaving behind parents 

─  whom she would never see again ─  the world she grew up in, and her native tongue. 

She started her studies at the Hebrew University in Classics and Linguistics relatively 

late in life, having in the meantime acquired a profession and raised a family. She studied 

with Haiim Rosén, Chaim Wirszubsky, and Abraham (Addi) Wasserstein ─ all deceased 

now ─ and with Ra‛anana Meridor. In a short time she received an MA summa cum 

laude in Classics, and served as a senior teacher of Greek language and literature in the 



viii   

 

Department of Classics until her retirement in 1989. She continued teaching as an 

emerita until 1998 and was an editor of Scripta Classica Israelica from 1983 to 1995. 

In the last ten years she worked on the translation of Flavius Josephus’ Jewish War 

into modern literary Hebrew, replacing I.N. Simchoni’s archaic translation of 1923. This 

translation is a landmark in Hebrew translation from classical literature because of the 

excellence of the translation on the one hand and the significance and magnitude of 

Josephus’ work on the other. The high quality of Lisa Ullmann’s translation may be due, 

at least partly, to her deep identification with her author: ‘Josephus, son of this land, born 

in Jerusalem, witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the awful catastrophe which 

overtook his people, after which he found himself in exile in Rome. His parents perished 

in Jerusalem. In Rome he found his future and destiny, writing about his own people in 

the Greek tongue for the Greeks and the Romans. And I? ─ I witnessed another terrible 

catastrophe of our people, in the wake of which I was exiled from my home in Europe 

and immigrated to Israel, to Jerusalem. My parents, left behind, perished in Europe. Here 

I have learnt Hebrew, and here, eventually, I found my future and my destiny, with the 

ancient Greek language. And now I am giving back Josephus to his people, to the 

Hebrew readers of today’ (Jerusalem, Van Leer, 27 December 2009). 

 

          Hannah M. Cotton, President 

 

Lisa Ullmann was made an honorary member of the Israel Society for the Promotion of 

Classical Studies in 2009 for her unique contribution to the Society and to Classics in 

Israel. On the occasion these elegiac verses, in her honour and in honour of her children 

Edna and Shimon, were presented: 
 

                                            Lusi; Ou[lmeniLusi; Ou[lmeniLusi; Ou[lmeniLusi; Ou[lmeni****    

pw'" ojnomavzein crh;  jIoudaivan poikilovmhtin, 

 polla; didavskousan, polla; didaskomevnhn; 

Lusimavqhn se kalw', genea'" paideuvtrian ou\san; 

 ajfneav q’ e{dna prevpei kai; sofiva" stevfano". 

i[sw" Lusimavchn, h}  jIwvshfovn g’ ajqevoisi 

 JRwmaivoi" dmhqevnt’ o{nde dovmon katavgei"; 

Lusivglwssa mavl’ ei\, mhvthr Skrivptwn Sumewn te, 

 novsfi soloikismw'n oujlomevnwn te lovgwn. 

                 —Dorkavdh" 

 

* ou[lmhn, -eno" n.f., Graecae linguae praeclara praeceptrix, cuius nomen a Lat. ullus et Ger. 

Mann, cf. Ang. Everyman, ortum, ut opinor, ab insigni modestia ad collegas atque studentes 

adiuvandos parata varioque ingenio ad omnem sapientiam discendam docendamque apto. 


