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Dissertations in Progress at Israeli Universities 
 
 

Bar-Ilan University 
 

Kevin Babitz, Masada Narratives in Josephus, Ps. Hegessipus, and Yossipon, in Modern 
Hebrew and Yiddish Historiography, and in Contemporary Popular Culture. 

 Supervisor: L. Maurice. 
Hélène Chocha (collaboration Bar Ilan University – Sorbonne Université), Hélène 
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– Etude comparative. 
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 Supervisor: D. Adan-Bayewitz. 
Erez Giron, Changes in Herod’s Life in Light of the Archaelogical Finds and Historical 

Sources: A Reassessment. 
 Supervisor: E. Friedheim. 
Yosef Hadad, The Nature of Local Planning in the Rural Jewish Settlements in Judaea, 

Galilee and the Golan Heights in the Roman and Byzantine periods (63 BC–638 CE). 
Supervisor: E. Friedheim. 

Rodrigo Illarraga, Xenophon’s Psychology of the Ruler. 
Supervisor: G. Danzig.  

Limor Levin, Messianism and Apocalypse: The Historical Evolution of the Messianic 
Idea in Palestinian Judaism from the End of the Second Temple Period to the Talmudic 
Era. 

 Supervisor: E. Friedheim. 
David Lew, Food, Eating and Drinking as Moral Standards in the Roman Empire; from 

Augustus to Domitian. 
 Supervisor: L. Maurice. 
Tehila Lieberman, Women in Jerusalem in the Late Second Temple Period: Archeological 

Perspective. 
 Supervisors: A. Ecker and L. Rosenberg-Friedman. 
Katrina Maroun, A Comparative Study: Circe, Sibyl, Beatrice, Urania. Fertility Cycles. 
 Supervisor: T. J. Alcoloumbre. 
Milena Azul Lozano Nembrot, Enkrateia, Pleasure and Desire in Xenophon’s philosophic 

thought.  
Supervisor: G. Danzig. 



168  DISSERTATIONS 
 

 

Ilan Peretz, Urban Development, Material Culture and Local Identity: Ascalon and Its 
Hinterland from the Hellenistic to the Byzantine Period. 

 Supervisors: B. Zissu and A. Ecker. 
Tikva Schein, Threatening Laughter in Classical and Jewish Literature: A Comparative 

Study. 
 Supervisors: L. Maurice and A. Baumgarten. 
Esther Shadmi Cohen, Leaders and Leadership in Israel during the Second Temple 

period. 
 Supervisor: A. Regev. 
Ariel Schwartz, Books, Tefillin and Mezuzot in Practical Life in the Roman and Byzantine 

Period.  
Supervisor: Z. Safrai. 

Yosef Shpizer, The Agricultural Hinterland of Jerusalem during the Roman, Byzantine 
and early Islamic periods. 

 Supervisor: B. Zissu. 
Shai Shatchupak, Aspects of Hellenization and Romanization of the Judean-Palestine 

Province and its Adjacent Areas during the Second Temple Period, Mishnah and 
Talmud. 

 Supervisor: Z. Safrai.  
Noy Shemesh, The Amphitheatre at Beit Guvrin. 
 Supervisors: B. Zissu and A. Kloner ( ל״ז ). 
Avraham S. Tendler, The System of Agricultural Settlement in the Modiin Area from the 

Hellenistic Era to Modern Day. 
Supervisor: B. Zissu. 

Elron Zabatani, Perfume Production Methods in the Hellenistic-Roman Period. 
 Supervisors: N. Dudai and Z. Amar. 

 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 

 
Sofia Andreeva, The Pantheon of Olbia Pontica. 

  Supervisor: Y. Ustinova. 
Shira Bloch, The Jewish Settlement in Beer Sheva Valley during the Second Temple 

Period. 
Supervisors: P. Fabian. 

Noga Erez-Yodfat, Senses and the Embodied Mind of the Mystes in the Bacchic-Orphic 
Mystery Rites. 

 Supervisor: Y. Ustinova. 
Bar Leshem, Mythological Didactic Imagery on Sixteenth-Century Italian Cassoni. 
 Supervisor: N. Ben-Aryeh Debby. 
David Noe Michael, Long-term Settlement Patterns in the Northern Negev from the 

Hellenistic through the Early Islamic Period.  
Supervisors: G. Avni and S. Rosen. 
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Ami Nadir, An Economic Assessment of the Contribution of the Roman Army and the 
Christian Church to the Prosperity of the Settlements in Palaestina Tertia in the 
Fourth and Fifth Centuries CE.  
Supervisors: H. Goldfus and Y. Meyer. 

Yarden Pagelson, Legionary Ferrous Industry in the Late 1st – Early 2nd Centuries AD 
Roman Province of Judaea.  
Supervisors: Y. Goren and Y. Golan. 

Anat Rasiuk, The Churches of Nessana: Structure, Functions and Identities. 
Supervisors: S. Rosen and Y. Tchekhanovets. 

Benyamin Storchan, The Metamorphosis of the Holy Land Churches during the Early 
Islamic Period. 
Supervisors: Y. Tchekhanovets and S. Rosen. 

Alexander Wiegmann, A Comparative Spatial Study of the Agricultural Systems in the 
Negev Highlands in the Byzantine and Early Islamic Periods: The Agricultural 
Hinterlands of Rehovot in the Negev – Horvat Sa’adon and ‘Avdat. 
Supervisors: S. M. Birkenfeld, S. Rosen and G. Avni. 

 
University of Haifa 

 
Maia Barak, The Greco-Roman baby-bottles at The Israel Museum Jerusalem. 
 Supervisor: S. Klinger. 
Manuel Berenguel, The Toolkit of the Shipwright and its Evolution from Antiquity to 

Middle Ages. 
 Supervisors: A. Durand and S. Shalev. 
Eli Buchman, Daily life at Caesarea Maritima in Light of the Small Metal Finds. 
 Supervisor: A. Erlich. 
Galina Rabinovich, Discourses and Practices of Coercion to Love in the Late Roman 

Empire.  
Supervisor: M. Blidstein. 

Sangeetha Raja, The Role of South India in Ancient Indo-Mediterranean Trade. 
Supervisors: G. Gambash and M. Gandhi, D. Friesem. 

Zohar Slaney, Ornament and Decoration in Roman Oil Lamps in Northern Israel: Beth 
She’arim as a Test Case.  
Supervisor: A. Erlich. 

Diana Wozniok, Waste Management and its Economic Significance for the Cities of the 
Imperial Period and Late Antiquity. 
Supervisors: G. Bar-Oz and M. Heinzelmann. 

Avraham Yoskovich, Apostasy in Classical and Medieval Rabbinic Sources. 
 Supervisors: U. Simonsohn and M. Lavee. 
 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
 

Ira Barash, Urban development of Jerusalem in Byzantine period (4th – 7th centuries CE) 
as creation of Christian ‘realms of memory’. 

 Supervisor: Z. Weiss and O. Irshai. 
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Asaf Ben-Haim, The Development of the Urban Layout at the South-Western Hill of 
Jerusalem from the Hellenistic Period to the Destruction of the City in 70 CE. 

 Supervisor: O. Peleg-Barkat. 
Pablo Betzer, Burial and Burial Customs in Hellenistic, Roman, and Byzantine Negev. 
 Supervisor: Z. Weiss. 
Olivier Catel, Fasting in Early Christian and Early Rabbinic Literatures (1st – late 3rd c. 

CE). 
 Supervisors: Y. Furstenberg and Y. Moss. 
Elyashiv Cherlow, The Development of Tannaitic Civil Law: The Case of Acquisition 

Law. 
 Supervisor: Y. Furstenberg. 
Chaim Cohen, 2022 – Activity modeling in Caves in Qumran and its vicinity. 

Supervisor: U. Davidovich and U. Leibner. 
Hwi Goo Heo, Philo and Paul. 
 Supervisor: M. Niehoff. 
Yona Gonopolsky, Codes and Patterns of the Verbal Conceptualizations of Non-Verbal 

Behavior in Ancient Greek Narrative Prose, with Special Reference to the Greek 
Novel. 

 Supervisor: D. Shalev. 
Baruch Brian Kvasnica, Going with God: Walking, Halakhah, and the Language of 

Practice in Second Temple Greek Sources.  
Supervisor: D. Schwartz. 

Noam Maeir, A Multi-Dimensional Analysis of Syriac Literary Culture: Reassessing 
Patterns of Syriac Hellenization during the First Millennium C.E. 

 Supervisors: R. Keydar, S. Ruzer, and D. Satran. 
Ofer Pogorelsky, Byzantium in the Desert: Society and Culture in Palaestina Tertia 

Salutaris. 
 Supervisor: O. Irshai. 
Osnat Rance, Sacred Violence Representations in Late Antiquity Between Jews and 

Christians.  
Supervisor: O. Irshai. 

Anita Reisler, Dreams of Power: Theodoret of Cyr’s Reimagining of Church-State 
Relations in his Ecclesiastical History.  
Supervisors: Y. Moss and D. Satran. 

Roi Sabar, The Galilee during the Hellenistic Period (4–1 c. BCE): Geopolitical Changes 
and Settlement History in the Light of the Fortified Sites. 

 Supervisor: U. Leibner. 
Hadass Shambadal, “Who Brings Forth Bread from the Land”: Aspects of Bread 

Production and Consumption in Roman Palestine – A Comparative Study of 
Archaeological Evidence and Literary Sources. 

 Supervisors: Z. Weiss and U. Leibner. 
Naama Lena Sharabi, Mural Decoration in the Reception Area of Herod’s Theater at 

Herodium. 
 Supervisors: O. Peleg-Barkat and S. Rozenberg (Israel Museum). 
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Meidad Shor, Bonding Materials and Construction Techniques in King Herod’s Building 
Projects: Caesarea Maritima As Case Study. 

 Supervisors: O. Peleg-Barkat and Y. Asscher (Israel Antiquities Authority). 
Oz Tamir, Jerome and the Jews. 
 Supervisors: M. Niehoff and Y. Hen. 
Matthew van Zele, Covenant and Contract law: Deciphering Jewish Perspectives on 

Roman obligatio. 
 Supervisor: M. Niehoff. 
Shlomo Zemach, The Oath of Testimony and the Oath of Deposit in Early Rabbinic Law 

within their Legal and Historical Contexts. 
 Supervisor: S. Naeh. 

 
Tel Aviv University 

 
Barbara Astafurova, Christian Pilgrimage Sites Along the Sea of Galilee During Late 

Antiquity: Religio-Archaeological Perspectives. 
 Supervisors: O. Tal and Y. Ashkenazi. 
Reli Avissar, Archaeological Manifestations of Social Hierarchy in Iron Age Judah. 
 Supervisors: I. Koch and Y. Gadot. 
Debora Aymbinderow, Oil Production in 8th–7th centuries BCE Judah. 
 Supervisors: O. Lipschits and I. Koch. 
Daphne Baratz, Origins and Development of Legends and Interpretations in Light of 

Josephus’ Version of the Torah. 
 Supervisor: V. Noam. 
Madeleine Butcher, Second Millennium interregional and regional trade and distribution 

from Tell el - 'Ajjul, Tell el-Far'ah (S) and the Shephelah. 
 Supervisors: O. Lipschits, G. Lehmann and P. Waiman-Barak. 
Sean Dugaw, Arrowhead Typology in Historical Context: The Southern Levant 732–332 

BCE. 
 Supervisors: O. Lipschits and G. Stiebel. 
Dov Ehrlich, The Evolution of the Concept: “Kingdom of Heaven” the Socialogical 

Aspect of Theocracy. 
 Supervisor: V. Noam. 
Yelena Elgart-Sharon, Production of Pigments and their Application on Clay Vessels from 

the Southern Coastal Plain during the 2nd and 1st Millennium BCE: a Chaîne 
opératoire Approach. 

 Supervisors: Y. Gadot, I. Koch, and A. Ron. 
Nobile Eugenio, Analyzing Levantine PPNB Lithic Industries’ Variability Using 

Geographical Information System (GIS): An ecological view of cultural distribution. 
 Supervisors: A. Gopher, C. Lemorini and Prof. C. Conati. 
Anna Klara Falke, Ancient Bridges in the Near East. 
 Supervisor: O. Tal and A. Lichtenberger. 
Mor Goldenberg, The Pictorial Language of the Kingdom of Israel. 
 Supervisors: I. Koch and Y. Gadot. 
 



172  DISSERTATIONS 
 

 

Eriola Jakoel, The Roman Period Necropoleis of Caesarea-Maritima (1st–4th Centuries 
CE). 

 Supervisors: O. Tal and P. Gendelman. 
Mati Johananoff, Studies in Early Palestinian Coinages. 
 Supervisors: O. Tal and H. Gitler. 
Noa Israeli, Trends in the Tannaitic Concept of “Eretz Israel”. 
 Supervisor: I. Rosen-Zvi. 
Shua Kisilevitz, Cult in Iron IIa Judah – The Temple at Moza as a case study. 
 Supervisor: O. Lipschits. 
Neer Lect, The Development of the Byzantine Negev: Mezad Tamar and Malhata/Malata 

a as a Test Case. 
Supervisor: O. Tal. 

Izhak Marmelstein, Spatial Analysis by means of Photogrammetry of Main Streets and 
Their Installations in the Palestinian Roman and Byzantine Polis: Caesarea Maritima 
as a Case Study. 

 Supervisors: O. Tal and P. Gendelman. 
Oren Matan, The Psalms of Solomon Revisited: A Literary, Intertextual, and Exegetic 

Perspectives. 
 Supervisors: G. Darshan and N. Mizrahi. 
Rivka Mofaz-Werner, Berenice — A Jewish Princess in a Changing World. 
 Supervisor: Y. Shahar. 
Linoy Namdar, Historical Zooarchaeology of the Shephelah and Judean hills under the 

Islamic Rule: Villages and Urban centers’ economy and trade relations. 
Supervisors: L. Sapir-Hen and Y. Gadot. 

Miriam Pines. The Central Negev during the Roman and the Byzantine Periods: Material 
Culture, Architecture and Spatial Arrangement — Rehovot-in-the-Negev as a Case 
Study. 

 Supervisors: O. Tal, M. Fischer and Z. Weiss. 
Noa Ranzer, Function of Stamp-seals in Iron Age Southern Levant. 
 Supervisors: I. Koch and C. Uehlinger. 
Débora Sandhaus (Reem), The Nexus of Cultures: The Central Shephelah during the 

Persian and Hellenistic Periods. 
 Supervisors: O. Lipschits and Y. Gadot. 
Jessica Schellig, The Imperial Coinage of Akko-Ptolemais. 

Supervisors: O. Tal and A. Lichtenberger. 
Jacob Schreibman, Trends in Mudbricks’ Content as Chronological Markers and 

Quantitative Indicators for Historical Events Comprehension. 
 Supervisors: O. Lipschits and Y. Gadot. 

Nitsan Shalom, How to Destroy a City: Historical Reconstruction of the 586 BCE 
Babylonian Conquest of Jerusalem, Based on Textual, Macroarchaeological and 
Microarchaeological Analysis. 

 Supervisors: O. Lipschits, Y. Gadot and E. Boaretto. 
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Yoav Vaknin, Key Issues in the Chronology of the Southern Levant in the Iron Age (1050–
586 BCE): Archaeomagnetic Synchronization of Destruction Layers and its 
implications. 

 Supervisors: O. Lipschits, E. Ben Yosef and R. Shaar. 
Alexandra Wrathall, The Judahite Lowland in the 7th Century BCE. 

Supervisors: O. Lipschits and Y. Gadot. 
Ruth Zippori, Construct Phrases in Qumran Hebrew. 

Supervisor: J. Ben-Dov. 


